Now, two years on from this modelling study [2] , the time is right to take stock of what we have learned since then. In this issue, we have combined articles from countries and regions around the world that summarise the current status, including what is known locally about the burden of melioidosis, and the key challenges facing local clinicians, laboratory staff and public health and policy makers, in relation to this elusive but common and fatal disease. We hope that this will become a key source of information for those who share our concern and are taking actions against this disease.
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